Course Learning Outcome 1: Differentiate among the major fields of Geography: Physical Geography, Human Geography, Regional Geography, and Geospatial Technology.

The Four Major Fields of Geography:

Physical Geography = The spatial analysis of Earth’s natural phenomena through locations, structures, processes, and systems.
Human Geography = The spatial analysis of Earth’s human population through locations, cultures, activities, and landscapes.
Regional Geography = The study of world regions through their unique physical and human geographic characteristics.
Geospatial Technology = The tools that geographers use to gather, store, process, and/or deliver geographic information.
Geography is Everything!  Geography is at the intersection of the Natural Sciences and the Social Sciences.  Geographers never study the physical geography of a place without understanding the human geography of that place; geographers never study the human geography of a place without understanding the physical geography of that place.  Geographers ask “where” things are and “why” they are there.  Indeed, Greg Wassmansdorf's definition of Geography articulates the discipline's depth and breadth: "Geography is the study of the patterns and processes of human (built) and environmental (natural) landscapes, where landscapes comprise real (objective) and perceived (subjective) space."

For your discussion post:

1a. Explain how a geographic pattern and/or process plays an important role in your life.

and/or

1b. Explain how real (objective) space and/or perceived (subjective) space plays an important role in your life.
